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he proclaims himself a rain-
maker in a ruse to swindle the 
townsfolk out of $100, his fee 
to “make it rain.” Naturally, the 
plan works a little too well, leav-
ing everyone, including Lizzy, 
metaphorically drenched almost 
at the risk of drowning.

Matthew Sparacino has tak-
en on the character of Starbuck 
in a production at Virginia’s 1st 
Stage which costars Tamieka 
Chavis as Lizzie. The cast in-
cludes Scott Sedar as paterfa-
milias H.C. Curry, Vince Eisen-
son and Jonathan Del Palmer 
as Lizzie’s brothers, and Jacob 
Yeh as the local sheriff and an-
other potential suitor for Lizzie. 
Deidra LaWan Starnes directs.

Now to Dec. 11 at 1st Stage, 
1524 Spring Hill Rd., in Tysons. 
Tickets are $50 for general ad-
mission, or $35 on Thursday, 
with other discounts available. 
Visit www.1stStage.org or call 
703-854-1856.
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JANE FRANKLIN DANCE
MORE THAN I SHOULD
A diverse group of five choreographers tack-
le themes of vulnerability, balance and control, 
progression, self-awareness, and passion in 
works that will be presented as a package and 
performed by dancers from this innovative and 
collaborative Arlington-based dance company.

More Than I Should is a mixed-repertory pro-
gram, set to run the second weekend in Decem-
ber at Virginia’s Theatre on the Run. Both eve-
ning-length programs of dance feature Fall Line, 
a work inspired by four select artworks featured 
in Potomac River Life, a summer NVFAA exhibi-
tion at the Athenaeum that helped to illuminate 
the vital role the Potomac River plays in the re-
gional ecosystem and put together as a celebra-
tion of the 50th anniversary of the enactment of 
the Clean Water Act. 

Meanwhile, the company’s founding name-
sake has added Stratum, a new work that “con-
trasts the desire to not-be-seen with the oppo-
site urge to become larger-than-life,” conveyed 
through duets performed to Manuel Granada’s 
Spanish guitar-driven “Romance Anonimo. The 
program also features a new work from local gay 
choreographer Robert J. Priore, who will explore 
a theme of partnership as situated within a larg-
er group dynamic in a work of movement accom-
panied by an international assortment of songs 
— “Madagascar” by Moroccan-French composer 
Sofian Parmart, “Why Hurt the One Who Loves 
You” by the late American Roy Orbison, and 
“Gysgewys” by the Amsterdam Klezmer Band.

Another December debut, also touching on 
the theme of partnership, comes from the New 
York-based nonbinary choreographer Robert 
Rubama. Their new work Drone is a quartet set 
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to Fantas for Saxophone and Voice by young Ital-
ian composer Caterina Barbieri and featuring 
the Norwegian saxophonist Bendik Giske.

Rounding out More Than I Should are two 
works first presented last August, including 
Whatever Floats Your Boat, performed by the or-
ganization’s popular community dance program 
the Forty+ Project. Dancers, all over the age of 
40, “set sail for a whimsical cruise” as realized 
by choreography from Emily Crews set to music 
ranging from a jaunty sea shanty by Nathan Ev-

ans to a timeless standard by Bobby Darin. Final-
ly, Ryan Carlough’s This Is returns for another 
look at the relationship between employees, with 
differing individual perspectives relayed after an 
“incident occurs,” and all set to an original music 
composition layering sound and text by local art-
ist Violet Barnhart. 

Saturday, Dec. 10, at 7 p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 
11, at 5 p.m. at Theatre on the Run, 3700 South 
Four Mile Run Dr., in Arlington. Tickets are $21. 
Visit www.janefranklin.com or call 703-933-1111.
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ERIC FERRING
NO CHOICE BUT LOVE
SONGS OF THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY
Just before Thanksgiving, rising young opera 
tenor Eric Ferring and pianist Madeline Slet-
tedahl released a double album shining a rare 
spotlight on LGBTQ artists or themes from the 
classical music realm, with a particular focus on 
vocal works known as art songs.

Released by Lexicon Classics, No Choice But 
Love: Songs of the LGBTQ+ Community features 
24 tracks divided into two discs, with a total run 
time of just over 90 minutes, and all performed 

by Ferring with accompaniment from Slettedahl.
The set features a mix of important songs by 

some of today’s leading composers, including Jake 
Heggie, Jennifer Higdon, and Ricky Ian Gordon, 
along with others by their forebears, such as 
Francis Poulenc and Benjamin Britten, and final-
ly additional selections by a number of young up-
and-coming LGBTQ composers, from Willie Lee 
Alexander III, a gay African-Mexican-American 
composer who has collaborated with Kanye West 
and Kim Kardashian, to Mari Esabel, a Mexi-
can-American transgender composer.

The album’s title derives from a brand-new 


